
 

WHO WERE THE ANCIENT GREEKS?  

YEAR 5:  AUTUMN 
COVERAGE: 

 Identify how sources can tell us about the past. 

 Study the landscape of Greece and how it 
impacted the way in which people lived. 

 Make comparisons between the two main city-
states at the time – Athens and Sparta. 

 Greek gods – why they were important and how 
did the people worship them. 

 Profile a Hoplite. 

 Investigate Greek clothing and understand why 
Greeks dressed this way. 

 Re-enact the battle of Marathon and 
understand why it was a significant battle. 

 Investigate democracy in during this time and 
why it was a significant step for the citizens. 

 Understand how and when the Olympic Games 
began. 

 Write coded messages using the Greek alphabet 
and make comparisons with our own alphabet. 

 Understand why theatre was important to the 
Greek citizens. 

 Study life as a child during the ancient Greek 
empire – games and education. 

 Profile Alexander the Great – what changes did 
he bring? 

 Study Greek myths – link with English 

KEY LANGUAGE AND 
VOCABULARY: 
 
acropolis 

amphitheatre 

Athens 

chiton 

citizen 

city-state 

civilisation  

democracy 

empire 

hoplite 

Parthenon 

oligarchy 

oracle 

Sparta 

temple 

tyrant  

KNOWLEDGE AND FACT SHEET 

 

 

KEY QUESTIONS:  

1. Why did the Greeks worship 
different Gods? 

2. What is the landscape of 
Greece and how did it impact 
how people lived? 

3. What did the Greeks wear? 
4. How did the Olympic Games 

begin? 
5. What key battles took place? 
6. What is different about the 

Greek alphabet? 
7. How has the Greek language 

impacted our own language? 
8. What was life like for Greek 

children? 
9. What did the Greeks do for 

entertainment? 
10. What was democracy in 

Ancient Greece? 
11. How can we use sources to 

find out about the past? 
12. What were the two main city-

states at the time? 
13. Where is Greece located on 

the map and what seas 
surround it? 

14. Who was Alexander the 
Great? 

15. When did the Ancient Greek 
civilisation begin? 

KEY SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE: 

 Locate Greece on a world map and identify what the landscape is like 

 Make comparisons between modern and ancient Greece  

 Compare the two main city-states of the time and understand how life 
was different for the people who lived there. 

 Understand why the Greek gods were so important and find out what 
which gods the Greeks worshiped. 

 Understand when and how the Olympic Games started and how they are 
different to the modern Games. 

 Understand how and why democracy was developed during this time. 

 Understand what significant battles took place and what effect these 
battles had on the people. 

 Investigate the Greek alphabet and make comparisons with our alphabet. 

 Investigate Alexander the Great and understand why he was so ‘great’. 

 Understand what life was like for children during this time. 
 

ENRICHMENT: Pupils produce a ‘museum of 
artefacts’ with items created during the topic. 
Pupils to write and rehearse a guided tour around 
the ‘museum’ (invite parents?) and take part in a 
battle reconstruction. 
Visits:  
Greek Day at Orchard Primary 

PUPIL LEADERSHIP: 
House Captains 
Sports Leaders 
Anti-bullying Ambassadors 

  


